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variant versions of & story o lind
the phrdsine best sulled L an Eng-
L=l tanslalion. She inclodes sever
Al stories iranslaied directly from
Yhdciish originals, ot fn moss chsey
translates from thee Hiloemy of
Baroars tter writings. Althongh Sel-
dinan s the principal translator,
she alvmnrs credite her co-editor
Chana Kronfeld a5 a ssoomdary
tramatator, perhaps indicating a
e actve and involved robe then
Is nosmal For an editor, For whiatey-
er peason. Uris partouiar workd
relatianshigy appears toche foaltl In
producing translaikns Lhat are
hreathtaking, They read nol only as
I theey were oelginaEly writben in
English, but better than mest Eng-
lish writing: they resd Hice what
they are, lilerary stories of 8 very
hilgh ealibe.

ICshould be noted that The First
Daiyand Cihuer Stories is publisted
a8 A companian valurme i Said-
man's translatseon ol an odd Israch
book, Amin Liebllch's Conversaiions
with Dowron: 5 leined off bicgragtay of
Berany writtert in the form ol Acton-
il coryersalions with the bedridden
Baron late i her Hie, (Liehlich mever
metuaily met Baran | Altlougls this
book 1= uselul i owey ways, i uses
Baron's stories ms e 1:.9_-
tans of incidenis in her ﬁ
rents shie wilnesaod i her
home shfetl of Leda, Belaros, The
it inleresting paris of Lichlich's
boals are in ot the spumreasies of
Baron's short stories, which sk
reprosenls as Garon's au
lcal musdngs. This corfiation of
Baron's e in Easiern Eurape witly

Memories of Argentina

A SINGLE, NUMBERLESS
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v il vou kneew nathing

aboul Argentina’s brutal mili-

tary dictaiorship of 1976 to
1983, A ‘-r:igfsr HNigmiberiess Demdin by
Mora Strefilevich wdll lemve o pro-
loumnd drmpressdon oo oyo, It is an
emodionial but coherent Interlacing

her later Bethon abaul that Hie tsnot | of personal memobrs inbecd e

eritirely pleasiogt: wormen artists
deserve to he ted &5 creative
beings who use Une full moge ol
ImaglmErhse soumtes for their work
atul who dnterpret ife through thelr
characters. rather tham belig treal-
ed a5 transcribers of everta. A bist-
ter smiains for inlormation akaoi
Baron is Ss=idman's non-Hctien
work, A Marringe Made b Heaoern!
The Sexnal Polities of Hebweo arid
Yicldiaf. &

e Pl uhoTEa” fodnt reméero of A
Marrtage Made [ Heaven and Cion
versation with Dvara dn the Dt 15
Now. 30 1998 =sue of Outlook, -
s

J'm‘tr} pireas reporis ancd excerpis
Iroan oflicaal documents, Theee co-
ments woven Logether create & por-
tradt ol the methodical kidnapping,
Interregatinm, rmpe and torture by
the milttary and the eMects o6 the
virtims-and their Gamnilies.

LYW CENTER e bt tordfer simd
cu-pisident of fy Mation Board of the
Lireitent Jemeisdy F'rru'ufr".r Cheder, She i oy
cecaararel contriimitor i Cuilooks st
il Bar e exefupinety bock reviis,
Sire appesred i gur Mirrch Al 20605
s torhly o revie af Mlarord s
The Flondse of bdemasry: Skorles by few-
&sh Wiornen Witbersof Latm America.

Al fipst, the junta that overtirew

the roameend of Jusn Ferta's
wife, Isabel. targeied apgo-

nimis ibeh sy lnbeor keaders and
urdom members, university aotivists
and journaliste—in faet; anmpomne
cisldered “subveraive”. Laler the
et widened Lo dinclode, in thelr
words, “thelr collaborators, then
their sympathizers .. Ihm ﬂ]me
who remalin mmﬂfmm
war Wil il Ukt ll = mtlmn‘t
ed that appeodmately 30000 poo-
pie deappeared. Ancdber Do ol
bon went oo exdle, Groups such &5
pregnant women ancl fews were
suithjected tn a5 andistic
treatment. Whitle the Jewlalh pope-
Lation compeises abouwt 250,000 0t
of 34 mdHon [-738 per cent), 1t
acraunted Furabgut 12 per oenk ol
the disappeared. .

of |'.'IEI‘ Dackgrouard, Sirejilevich
sy, "My grandparents . are Rus-
sians andd Peles who arelve in
hrgcnmn in PA10.a year of hyper-

. anbo and il

arwd patraltic anthems. The fakth in
ithe courtry's predestination to
greainess B umshakable, the sl
melting pot, & tael. " Bt by 1977,
the country had changed: “Thert s
na place o hide, Theres ave no
COOIES Tor Wolns adtivistls o rent,
I's everyarne for himseli." Nora wes
& urdversity stodent, packing fora
irp to Israsl. when ﬂhemarrﬂl
edl. Bhe found oul later that her tam
consing were killed by the military,
Her brother went underzroond,
then The almosplwre
WHE O : people were
wlched, followed, forced to carry
and proviuce documents,

‘There was certalsly guerrila
activity in the 1960's and #rs, and
mfation was running at sl hun-
drexd per cendt, but the bools mrisin

codrtiiand an page 41

V ponnthan O Brown A Sokf Wi
Argerind. Daiveraily of 1;-“:{ i m|p|.|1r
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= Arieciniismmn s o e endeemie b
Argenbine seouriiy Ioroen, Tn 195 he luadlds
g hoasirg the Jewisl Mutual sul Sy
[AMIAY v Beonlwerd, comhiing Toc the bose of
s B, Acoomding tn Sorejilsuach. “Staie
Bty forees Tavo Twen sovnssd of scipeely
purtscipsting i dhe adinck”
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DEATH...

Continued from page 25

focus is not on the events leading up
to the military coup, but the "Dirty
War" and how it affected Nora per-
sonally. She sums up the support
for the military in a few sentences:
"Bankers, entrepreneurs, doctors,
certain students, a few housewives,
a lot of bureaucrats, all fed up with
the fact that In this country the
rules of the game are not being fol-
lowed. Let's have the military keep
us on a short leash for a while.... Lat
them wipe out the enemies, deal
with their tantrums with a firm
hand. The Army will take power on
behall of the people in order to fin-
Ish off the subversives.”

Nora Strejilevich deseribes how
she was dragged out of her apart-
ment in broad daylight and taken (o
the so-called Athletic Club, a clan-
destine prison, The reason, she con-
cludes, was that the doorman of the
apariment she had rented with her
former pariner, Roberto, reported to
the authorities that a printing press
was left behind when they moved
out. Roberto had used the press to
publish a joumal called Review of
Philosophy, which he wrote and edit-
ed.

In prison. she was subjected to
the standard treatment: she was
chained, blindfolded, subjected to
electric shocks and raped. Instead of
being addressed by their names, all
prisoners were numbered: “There
was a lock on your cell door, a lock
on your ankles, and another one
outside to guard yvou. And you were

called out by your lock number. I'm
never going to forget that." Nora was
forced to remember her number—
K48 To survive, memory became a
crucial tool; she stored away images
of peace and beauty “so that [ can
reach for them whenever necessary.
Today [ project them onto my closed
evelids to snuggle against the cold.”

Memory is, in fact, an important
theme of the book. Nora remembers
her family, her friends and lovers,
the history of Jewish immigration to
South America; the Mothers of the
Plaza de Mayo remember their chil-
dren and grandchildren, determined
to keep alive the memory of the dis-
appeared, Nora writes, "It's horrible
not to know what happened to a
person, especially one so dearly
loved. That's the worst thing, far
worse than death. In death there is
at least certainty. All we have is an
ever-present doubt that allows no
respite and no peace.”

Evasion, denial, lack of witness-
es, lack of proof, lack of evidence—
these were the authorities’ respons-
es to the families’ search for infor-
mation. Even after the retum to
democracy, the problem remains.
Nora reports that "according to a
new decree passed in the early
nineties by the party then in office,
former political prisoners can claim
a certain amount of moeney for each
day spent behind bars. That's fine
for the ones who were given due
process. But those of us in legal
limbo, neither officially incarcerated
nor held by legitimalely recognized
military forces, logically don't appear
on any records. We, therefore, do
not exist, and our existence is pre-




